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THE SEED OF THE CHURCH
 
An early Christian wrote: ‘The blood of 
martyrs is the seed of the Church’. He meant 
that the bravery of Christians willing to face 
death for their faith made the Church 
stronger, not weaker. People who saw the 
brave martyrs die were impressed. Many 
would wish to know more about the faith that 
produced these martyrs. 
 
Here are some stories about the bravery of 
those early Christians. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To do 
 
1 Imagine the scene where Perpetua is 

sentenced to death. Draw four thought 
bubbles and write in some thoughts.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2 Below is Perpetua’s tomb stone with the 
 inscription: ‘Of Perpetua, Daughter Most 
 Sweet’. 
  

 Some would  
 say she should  
 have chosen to  
 live and look  
 after her baby. 
 What’s your  
 opinion about this? 
 
 

What was the 

judge thinking? 

What was 

Perpetua’s 

father thinking? 

What was 

Perpetua 

thinking? 

What were people 

in the crowd 

thinking? 
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Extension 
 
4 The Church spread because believers 

were willing to suffer for their Christian 
faith. 

 
Beside is a picture of ancient graffiti 
from a Rome. It says: ‘Alexamenos 
adores his god.” Someone wanted to 
belittle Alexamenos and his faith by 
making Jesus into a figure with a 
donkey’s head. 

 
 a) Do you think Christians in modern 
  Britain have to suffer for their faith? 
 
 b) For what would you be prepared to 
  suffer? Explain your answer. 
 
 
 
5 Persecution of Christians has 
 continued through the centuries. 
 
 a) Read the story of Charles Lwanga 
  and the Uganda martyrs. 
 
  Do you think Charles and his  
  companions were asking for  
  trouble by not living in total fear of 
  the King? 
 

b) Charles told his executioner,  
 

  
 
 
The executioner laughed at this, 
but he did later ask to join the 
Church. 
 
What do you think made him 
change his mind? 
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  Explain what you think this means. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The blood of martyrs is 

the seed of the Church.” 

“How happy I should be if you, 

too, would become a Christian.” 


